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Unique Photography Series Brings Reality of Vision Impairment to Life

Irish Celebrities Unite to Highlight Leading Cause of Registered Blindness in Ireland
A unique photography series, to be showcased this Friday ahead of AMD Awareness Week 2011, aims to bring the reality of vision impairment to life by reflecting the personal experiences of people with age-related macular degeneration (AMD). 
Entitled Over 50s Life Through a Lens, the concept by Irish photographer Jason Clarke was devised to raise awareness of AMD, an eye condition which affects one in ten people over the age of 50 in Ireland and is the most common cause of registered blindness in this country1.
The series also features a number of celebrities portraying what they would miss most about everyday life if affected by an eye condition such as AMD. 
RTE’s Mary Kennedy, Michelin-star chef Derry Clarke, artist Graham Knuttel, author John Banville and designer Louise Kennedy are among the celebrities to have volunteered their time in aid of charities Fighting Blindness and the National Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI). 

Speaking ahead of the event, photographer Jason Clarke said, “This is a really exciting project and hopefully others will agree that it is an innovative way to increase public awareness about AMD. Each portrait has been personalised according to the individual’s reflections and I think we have created a really special portfolio of work.”
The photography will be showcased on Friday 16th September from 2-4pm at the RHA Gallery, Ely Place, Dublin 2 and will also be available to view online at www.amd.ie.

AMD Awareness Week takes place from 17-25 September and aims to promote early detection of the signs of AMD. It is supported by NCBI, Fighting Blindness, the Irish College of Ophthalmologists (ICO) and the Association of Optometrists Ireland (AOI), in association with Novartis. 

Free AMD tests will be provided by Novartis throughout the country. Please check www.amd.ie for further information. 
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